
lovely luncheon following the golf 

game and the opportunity to win 

drawing prizes and an auction. 

Not to mention the camaraderie 

on the golf course!  This has been 

a very popular event with all mon-

ies donated going directly into the 

Trust Fund with the exception of 
costs directly associated with the 

fund raising event. There are no 

salaries or rent paid by the Fund. 

Donations of signed and numbered 

serigraphs and lithographs have 

been received and an art show 

would add proceeds to the Trust 

Fund.  They do have a great many 

small contributors and sponsors 

including our own Chief and offi-

cers who nobly donate a portion of 

each pay check. 

The Police Officers Memorial Wid-

ows Emergency and Scholarship 

Fund  continues to maintain assets 

of $100,000 or more.  This is 

important. Even though the Indio 

Police Department has not lost any 

officers in the line of duty nor has 

anyone suffered catastrophic inju-

ries, we all know that tragedy can 

strike at any time and being pre-

pared is essential.  This was and is 

the vision of John and Adela Rose 

as is the Trustõs mission statement: 

òThis trust is created to devote and 

apply the trust funds directly and 

exclusively to the charitable or 

educational needs of the Indio 

Police Officers, their dependents, 

families, and survivors and the 

property, assets, profits and net 

income of this trust or irrevocable 

dedicated to such purposes.ó 

Thank you, John and Adela, for 

your commitment and dedication 

to The Indio Police Department, 

their families and the City of Indio. 

In every issue of THE BEAT we  

feature a resident of Indio who has 

exhibited true concern for their 

community by way of their actions 

This quarterõs Neighborhood Role    

Models are John and Adela Rose.     

John Rose was a police officer for 

the City of Long Beach for 37 

years. During that time, he worked 

uniform patrol, narcotics, vice and 
communications to name a few. 

He was also a POA director for 14 

years and President of the Union 

for 2 years.  Being on the Widows 

and Orphans Board  of the Long 

Beach Police Department, John 

understood the needs of  families 

left behind after an officer was 

killed or suffered catastrophic 

injuries first hand. 

When John retired in 2000, he 

eventually moved near family at 

Indian Palms in Indio. His wife, 

Adela, was still working at Long 

Beach PD four days a week in the 

homicide division as a secretary 

and finally retired in 2004. 

This couple learned that the Indio 

POA did not have a Widows and 

Orphans Trust in place, so John 

called and met with Chief Ramos 

and the POA president.  With their 

permission and support  and 

$300.00 of his own money, he 

undertook this endeavor, and the 

Indio Police Officers Memorial 

Widows Emergency and Scholar-

ship Fund was born. 

In 2004, John and Adela registered 

the name with the Secretary of 

State and filed papers with the IRS 

asking for 501©(3)status as a non

-profit tax exempt charitable or-

ganization.  A Board of Trustees 

was assembled with John Rose as 

Chairman.  This year,  due to ill-

ness, John was voted Chairman 

Emeritus and is currently on medi-

cal leave from the Board. But with 

Adelaõs help and the full-time work 

she does with the accounting and 

secretarial duties, this Trust is 

growing.  Our own Chief Bradley 

Ramos is one of the 7 Board 

Members and Ben Guitron the 

Advisor. 

Not only does this Trust assist 

officerõs families with emergency 

financial hardship, there is also a 

Scholarship Program in place as of 

this year.  Applications are evalu-

ated on a case by case basis and 

are available in the Office of the 

Chief of Police or by e-mail at:         

IndioPoliceOfficersMemo-

rial@verizon.net. Or for more 

information call (760)342-7870.      

  How, you ask, does one contrib-

ute or donate to this noble cause?     

Every year since 2004, volunteers 

led by Adela Rose put on a  golf 

tournament  on the first Friday in 

October, which is their main fund 

raiser.  With plenty of folks con-

tributing their time and effort, and 

businesses donating prizes for 

drawings, this is a much antici-

pated event each year by the po-

lice department and the public. For 

the donation price, one enjoys a 
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ñMY DEEP SEATED 
DESIRE IS THAT WE 
WILL ONLY UTILIZE 
THE  SCHOLARSHIP 
FUNCTION OF THIS 
TRUST AND NEVER 
HAVE A TRAGEDY 
INVOLVING A MEM-
BER OF THE INDIO 
POLICE OFFICERS 
ASSOCIATIONò 
 

John Rose 
Founding Chairman 
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John and Adela Rose at home 

òWE ARE THANKFUL 

FOR CITIZENS LIKE THE 

ROSES  WHO  MADE 

THIS FOUNDATION 

COME TO REALITY FOR 

OUR TROOPS TO USE 

IN THE TIME OF NEED.  

HOPEFULLY THE TIME 

OF NEED WILL NEVER 

COME.ó 

 

Bradley S. Ramos 

Chief of Police 

Indio, CA. 



Tops N Barricades is owned by 

Mr. Ralph Fifield. A visionary 

who saw  great potential in the 

type of business which provides 

roadway safety equipment for  

sales and rental.  The business 

began in 1966 with a partner in 

El Centro. After several moves  

in Indio, he settled at his pre-

sent location on Jackson Street.  
Next he will be expanding to 

the old òAlleyó building next 

door (formerly known as Har-

vest Bowlña bowling alley).  

Here, he will have room for a 

showroom to display the 

equipment he has available for 

sale and rental such as cones, 

business signs, handicap signs, 

tape and a myriad of supplies  

designed for roadway safety. 

Surely most of us have seen the 

Tops N Barricades equipment 

around town, as they are called 

upon by city agencies and most 

often by our own Indio Police 

Department for emergency 
closures and the many events 

and celebrations  occurring                

year round in our city.  Ralph 

sees that his company is pre-

pared 24 hours a day to meet 

the needs of our city and is 

especially supportive of  the 

Police Department. 

There are 12 employees  in-

cluding son Ron-general man-

ager- and his wife Stacey, wife 

Dale and his office manager, 

Melissa.  Being a member of the 

Chamber of Commerce, Ralph  

generously donates contribu-

tions to many organizations 
especially to aid children and 

churches. Heõs always ready to 

help his city! 

Leaders in safety illumination, 

they have gone from Kerosene 

lamps to solar lights! 

a 2  percent decrease in overall 

crimes.  This decrease is monu-

mental considering the rise in 

unemployment.   

Robberies are down by 11 % 

while  Grand Theft Auto is 

down by 14%.   

Total property crimes are 

down by 2% and thefts 

(larceny) are down by 1%. 

There is no change in the al-

ready low rate of homicides 

and rapes.  

By Bradley S.  Ramos, 

Chief of Police  

In this issue of The Beat, I 

would like to talk to you 

about the reduction In 

crime in the city of Indio. 

 In the first ten months of 

2008, we saw an overall 

increase of 3% in crimes 

within the city over the 

same period in 2007.   

In looking at the first ten 

months of 2009, we have 

These decreases were the 

result of hard work by your 

officers and the cooperation of 

the citizens of Indio.   The 

community can  participate in 

lowering crimes by practicing 

good crime prevention at their 

businesses and homes and by 

joining Neighborhood Watch 

and Crime Free Multi-Housing 

programs.  

The Indio Police Chief can be 

reached at 

bramos@indiopd.org. 

A Star Business ñ  TOPS N BARRICADES  

A Message from the Chief 

Featured District of the Quarter ñ Old Town  

north of Highway 111 from 

Monroe Avenue to the inter-

section of Highway 111 and 

Indio Boulevard.  Located 

within this district is the Food 

4 Less shopping Center, Miles 

Park, the post office, many 

restaurants, fast food establish-

ments, City Hall, bus station 

and retail stores. 

The police department has 

reduced crime in this area 

through hard work and the 

addition of a store front office. 

Working out of the store front, 

located at 82-867 Milles Ave-

nue,  are the traffic and com-

munity outreach teams.  

 

Many functions happen in this 

district or just adjacent to it. 

The Riverside County Fair and 

Date Festival and the Tamale 

Festival are just a couple of 
functions that brings large num-

bers of visitors into our city.   

The Old Town District is a 

somewhat smaller district than 

the Shadow Hills district that 

we profiled last quarter.  But 

do not let the size fool you.  

This district is as diverse as the 

Shadow Hills District with its 

mixture of older homes built 

amongst commercial buildings.  

Having only one car assigned to 
patrol this district keeps the 

officer busy.  

The Old Town district runs 

south of Indio Boulevard and 
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Ralph Fifield (right), son Ron 

and yard dog Ginger 

TOPS N BARRICADES 

44-631 Jackson St. 

(760) 347-2111 

mailto:bramos@indiopd.org


Most residents of Indio do not 

realize that we have two park 

rangers.  Jose Benevedes and 

Rosana Anguino were hired 

about a year ago to patrol the 

parks in this city. 

This program was started to 

maintain the integrity of the 

parks and keep them safe for 

our residents.  During a typical 
tour of duty, our rangers will 

make regular inspections of the 

eight parks and three neighbor-

hood green areas.   

It is a major undertaking to 

insure that all park equipment, 

restroom facilities and sport 

complexes are  maintained  and 

in good working order. 

Not only are our rangers keep-

ing the park in good working 

order, they also spend time 

educating the public regarding 

the park regulations.  To be 

able to make maximum usage 

of the parks, the city requires 

parties of over 50 persons 
must have a permit.  This in-

sures that smaller groups can 

also use the park.  Ranger 

Benevedes stated that at times 

this can be difficult to enforce.  

Park guests unfamiliar with this 

requirement have had family 

birthday parties with larger 

than 50 person parties.  It is 

not easy to tell someone that 

they will have to shut down 

their party or send some family 

members home. 

They also look for loiterers, 

loose dogs , and persons with 

out handicapped parking per-

mits parking in handicapped 

spaces. 

Ranger Benevedes believes that 

making the city parks safe for 

our families and children is a 

very important job and he is 

proud to be a park ranger. 

Crime Stoppers to the Coa-

chella Valley.  The mission of 

Crime Stoppers is to rally the 

community, news media,  and 

the police  in a collective cam-

paign against crime.   Their goal 

is to help prevent and solve 

crimes by giving witnesses a 

way to provide information 

anonymously. 

 
Citizens are a key link to solv-

ing crime.  Coachella Valley 

residents have more eyes and 

ears than all our police officers 

Our Valley Crime Stoppers is a  

local chapter of Crime Stop-

pers International, an organiza-

tion that grew from the first 

Crime Stoppers program es-

tablished in Albuquerque NM 

in 1997.  Our program is run 

by an all-volunteer board of 

directors who come from all 

walks of life and who appreci-
ate the value of promoting a 

safe community. 

 
The Indio Police Department 

was instrumental in bringing 

combined.  As a result, mem-

bers of the community see and 

hear things that can be used to 

solve crimes ñ but sometimes 

theyõre afraid to say anything 

for fear of retaliation or getting 

involved.  

 
If you provide information that 

leads to an arrest, you may be 

eligible for a reward of up to $ 

1,000.  You do not need to give 

your name.  You will receive a 

number for identification and 

reward purposes.   

Indio Police Departmentõs Newest UnitñThe Park Rangers 

Crime Prevention Corner ñ Crime Stoppers 

What is COMSTAT?  

ment, Chief Bratton  brought 

COMSTAT to the Los Angeles 

Police Department.  It was 

proven in both New York City 

and Los Angeles that when 

coupled with community base 

policing, it does reduce crime. 

COMSTAT shifts the crime 

control emphasis to prevention 

rather than reaction. 

Crime trends are analyzed by 

time of day, day of week, 

method of crime, location of 

crime, and type of crime.  Ap-

proaches to minimizing the 

opportunity of committing 

crimes are then identified.  

Neighborhood watch groups 

are provided with information, 

area patrol checks are deter-

mined and entered into a com-

puter to randomly dispatch 

police offers for area crime 

checks.  

The main focus of COMSTAT 

is to prevent crimes rather 

than respond to them. 

COMSTAT (short for com-

puters and statistics) is a meet-

ing held every Wednesday 

afternoon at the Indio Police 

Department.  Attending this 

meeting are representatives 

from each of the three divi-

sions, the patrol captain, the 

specialized investigation unit 

and the crime analysis unit. 

COMSTAT was created  by the 

New York Police Department. 

Upon being chosen as Chief of 

the Los Angeles Police Depart-

òCOMSTAT, a method 

for making police 

commanders 

responsible for 

knowing what kind of 

crimes are occurring 

their area and coming 

up with solutions for 

preventing them.ó 

Edward Norris 

New York City Police 

Commissioner  
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Ranger Jose Benevedes talks 

with children in the park 

If youõve seen sus-

picious activity or 

know a crime has 

been committed 

simply call 341 -

STOP (7867).  

You can remain 

anonymous.  

Park emergencies can be re-

ported by dialing 911. To re-

port all other park problems 

please dial (760) 391-4051.   


